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A "BIBLE-STUDY SUNDAY" IN SEPTEMBER. 

For many years the American Institute of Sacred Literature, under 
the direction of the Council of Seventy, has been steadily pushing 
the cause of Bible study in connection with the life and work of the 
churches. Large sums of money, and the thought and time of many 
specialists, have been expended in providing suitable courses of read- 
ing and study. Other individual and organized efforts have been as 
successful in special fields. The number of Bible students today, 
while relatively small in consideration of the importance of the sub- 
ject, is large in comparison with the conditions of the previous decade. 
Bible study is coming to be counted an essential part of the church 
work, and it is a most promising sign of the times that in very many 
churches this work is directly under the care of the pastor. 

We have come to realize more than formerly that conversion is 
only the beginning of a Christian life, and that spiritual growth " unto 
a full-grown man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ," is a process of development year by year, which requires the 
assiduous study of God's Word, and of God's truth wherever found. 
Then, too, the desire to know, which is a characteristic of all depart- 
ments of life in this century, has permeated as never before the reli- 
gious aspirations of the people, and they are literally demanding that 
they be instructed in the Bible as thoroughly, and upon the same 
modern principles, as in other history, literature, and thought. The 
day is rapidly passing which has seen the most important book in the 
world the most neglected, from the point of view of thorough, system- 
atic knowledge. Roman, Greek, and English literatures, with the 
associated history and ideas, have been systematically and carefully 
taught in our regular schools. But very few persons have had the 
opportunity to study the Bible with similar thoroughness and under 
equally competent instruction. These conditions must be changed. 

One of the important considerations in this, as in other lines of 
church work, is that of when, where, and how to bring pressure to 
bear. It would seem that the Bible-study year in the church should, 
in general, correspond to the study year of the secular school. At all 
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events, it would gain prominence by having each year a definite begin- 
ning and a definite close. Courses of study which can be confined 
to the limits of a study year should be chosen. In answer to the 
where and the how, the American Institute of Sacred Literature is pre- 
paring to introduce, with the consent of the pastors in the churches of 
this country and Canada, a Bible-Study Sunday. The proposal is 
that the chief service on the second Sunday in September (Septem- 
ber 9) be set apart for an address upon the subject of Bible study in 
relation to the Christian life and the work of the church. Special 
"services" for this meeting will be printed in the Biblical World 
during the summer, and single copies will be furnished separately to 
persons not having access to this journal. The cooperation of thou- 
sands of ministers in this plan will be secured. 

It is intended that the Sunday services shall be followed immedi- 
ately by the organization of church Bible classes under the direction 
of the pastor, or of those whom he may select. These may be weekday 
classes in afternoon or evening, adult classes in the regular Bible 
school, or in connection with the Young People's Society; perhaps 
in some churches all of these classes will be possible. 

The Council of Seventy desires expressly to state that this 
movement represents all Bible study, not that of any denomination or 
school of interpretation. It calls for no special set of books or study 
material. Every minister is urged to observe the day, and to see that 
classes are organized ; the particular course of study and the manner 
of its pursuit being left to his own discretion. The Institute will, how- 
ever, be glad to send to any minister who wishes to introduce its par- 
ticular method of work, material for examination in advance. 

A special pledge of cooperation in this Bible-study movement has 
been prepared, which will be found in the advertising pages of this 
issue of the Biblical World. It is especially requested that every 
reader who feels stirred to take part in this movement for more and 
better Bible study should subscribe to this pledge and, cutting it out 
of the magazine, forward it by mail to the American Institute of 
Sacred Literature, Hyde Park, Chicago, 111. 



